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The Commoner

Making Headway in
Municipal Reforms

The campalgn which Mr. Charles W. Bryan
has been . .making in Lincoln, Nebraska, to re-
duce the cost of living i8 bearing fruit. In the
city election last spring he advocated the es-
tablishment of a munieipal ¢oal yard, a muanici-
pal pablic. market. and a municipal fcé plant
for the purpose ‘of restoring competition and
hreaking the monopolies - in these essential
necessaries of life. After being elected by a
majority of all the votes cast at the eleetion
as one of the five city commissioners with the
understanding on the part of the people that the
candidate who received the highest vote of those
who had announced: their preference for the
position of mayor would be selected for the place
by the commission, the other four commisstoners
over-road the will of the people and assigned
Mr. Bryan to the position of superintendent of
streets and public improvements. He announced
that he would hold the position of commissioner
of streets provided the public, whose will had
been thwarted by the other commissioners, would
proceed to cireulate petitions for the purpose af
adopting by direct voté under the init'ative and
referendum provision of the charter ordinances
covering the municipal coal. ice and public
market, and he alspo recommended that the pub-
lic bring recall proceedings against two members
of the couneil so that if they succeeded in car-
rving the ‘municipil projects at the election,
they ' would elect two commissioners at the gsamse
time, who, in conjunctien with Mr. Bryan, would
make a majority of the coungil to go ahead and
carry out'the will of the people by putting the
Initiated ordin@nces into operation. :

After the ordinances were written and the
petitions put in eirculation, which require 2,100
signers to bring about a special election, Mr.
Bryan introduced the municipal coal ordinance
and the municipal market ordinance in the city
council. At the council meeting Aug. 7 the
council 'rejected ti nicipal e¢ lin:
and the munfelpal public market ordinance. In
fug meantime the work continued of circulating

titions &bﬂng about a special election, The
pressute ofi’ the city council by the gﬁ’bllc‘ and
tlie prospeets of a 'recall on two of the commis-
sions so impressed the other members of the
council with the importance of giving the pub-
lic some relief from the coal monopely and not
desiring to admit that they had to back up and
accept the ordinances of Mr. Bryan, they intro-
duced a resolution in the council meeting on
Aug. 14 establishing a coal yard by resolution
and placing-it in the department presided over
:it.\' Mr, ‘Bryan the same as his ordinance placed

At the council meeting Mr. C. W, refused to
support the resoliution on the grouhd that the
ecouncil had no legal authority to authorize the
buying and selling of coal and pledge the city's
credit therefor by resolution and cited the’ sec-
tions of the charter and the statutes to show
that it was necessary do it by ordinance. He
challenged the eity attorney and the members

of the couneil to cite any authority in the eity

charter or statutes whereby they could legislate
by resolution and he put the propesition up to
them to either Back up and adopt the ordinance
or he~would insist that the matter be ca

'Ote. . g

The members of the council under vigorous
protests, mgﬁea. explanations, etc., fimally con-

sented to the resolution being changed into an’

ordinance, and it 'was passed under the emer-
gency clause and takes immediate effect in es-
tablishing & municipal coal yard in Lincoln in

the exaet form that Mr. Bryan insisted it must

be done, and . the council . provided . the exaet
amount of money that My, Bryau's original ordi-
., hance stipulgted that it would be ne¢essary to
provide, .

Lingoln now has:a muhiecipal coal yard, and
Mr, Bryan will commence work at once to se-
cure a‘toal supply at a reasonablé price, .

During last week the ice company in Lincoln,
which hds 4 monopoly, reduced the prife of ice
to’ the amount of about $10,000 per month to
Lincoln ice consumers. This reduction was
brought about asé a direct result of the campaign
that has Been on*Mn“Lincoln to’ecall a specinl
election to vote bonds to establish a municipal
lee -l?"?.h " Thete was & meeting held at the
Chamber ‘of Commierce hehind closed doors be-
twéen'‘a group of profiteers and the pfcials of
the fee' sompany, in which ways ahd means were
discussed to head off the movemént Mr. Bryan

the minicipal coal ordinance

fed
to the people in an election and that they weuld
adopt the ordinance within sixty daye by direct

had under way In Lincoln to vote bonds to
establish a municipal fee plant, and it was de-
termined at the meeting by ~those present that
in their opinion the best way to stop the move-
ment for a municipal ice plant wrs to im-
mediately reduce the priece of lce. The Ilco com-
pany acted on this deecigion the follovwing day
and announced that the new ice rates would go
into effect immediately making a reductivn from
$12.00 to $10.00 per ton delivered.

In place of stopping the movement to vold
bhonds for a muniecipal lce plant, it has proven
to the people of Lincolu that the only way to
deal with a monopoly is by restoring compét!-
tion, and the work of circulating petitions to
secure signers for the purpose of calling the
special election goes on with more enthusiasm
than before. As it will be necessary for Lincoln
peoplé to have an election in order to provide &n
appropriation to establish a public market anAd
to vote bonds to establish a municipal lce plant,
the movement for the special election will con-
tinue, and as it has been demonstrated that the
other four members of the cily ecouncil are on-
poséd to a municipality estabhlishing municiral
projects  to curb the profiteers it is -probable
that at the same time the special election is held
for the purpose of establishing a public market
and a munieipal ice plant, there ‘will be an ef-
fort
council so that these measures may be carried
into effect by men who are in favor of them
after the people have adopted the ordinanees by
direct vote, -

LINCOLN'S MUNY COAL YARD

A Lincoln special telegram to the Omaha
Bee, under date of Aug. 16, says: “Brother
Charley” Bryan won another fight here today
when the Lincoln commissioners passed an ordi-
nance providing for establishment of a mu-
nieipal coal yard. -

Bryan's demand for a municipal ice plant
was withdrawn a few weeks ago when the Bea-
trice Creamery company, sole distributors of ice
in Lincoln, announced that in the future it would
gell ice for tke same price that the commodity is
sold by the munieipal ice plant in Omaha.

Referendum petitions calling for a public mar-
ket, Bryan's last demand, and recall of Mayor
Frank Zehrung and a city eommissioner for their
alleged opposition to this plan, which, it is de-
clared, the people expressed a desire to work out
by gividfg Bryan a bigger vote than Zehrung in
the city election, are being circulated by Bryan's
friends.

Thére was hope expressed here today that the
last of the Bryan plans would be carried out by
the city commissioners rather than to face a re-
call and referendum election.

OKLAHOMA DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S
' ~CONSTITUTION '

Extracts from the constitution of the Demo-
cratic State Central Committee of Oklahoma:
The State Central Committe¢ being the high-
est governing body of the Demoeratic party daes
hereby adopt the following as the'constitution of

the Democratic party of the state of Okldhoma.

ARTICLE 1V

Section 1. The State Central Committee may
in its discretion in the month of December im-
mediatey ‘preceding any year in which a state

election is to be held issue a call for a state
conference for the purpose of giving the rank .
and file of the Democratic party of the state an

opportunity to advise and recommend a Demo-
cratie state ticket for all officers elected at the
general election by the entire state. AL
Section 3. The state conference shall be.
called to order by, the* chalrman of the State
Central Committee and the sécretary of the State
Central Committee shall act as secretary until
the election of a temporary organlization, . When
the conference is permanently organized, it shall

adopt a platform of principles and shall procesd. -

to the recommendation of a. state tieket.by a
two-thirds vote to be recommended to the Démo-
cratic voters of the state, to be nominated in the
primary. : -

Section 4. No delegates from the précinct’
to. the county conference or from- the county
conference. to the state conference shall be .in-
structed how they shall vote upon any proposi-
tiop or for any candidate, and no delegation shall .

be placed under the unit rule, to the end that_

the conference of. representative Democrats may
nominate free and untrampled by 'bosgesa ticket -
that will merit the support of the party.
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If President Harding succeeds in bringing
about world peace through universel disarma-
ment he will earn and receive the gratitude of
all future genevations, ¥

made to recall two members of the clty !

Legislation: for All
the: People

Representative Frear's protest against the

course of tax revision as thus far indicated ought

to ba given prayerful consideration by Republi.

can leadership. In tariff making there was plenty

of evidence that the influences which represeat
special privilege yuther than considerations of
general national wglfare wee ot work with all
their effectiveness of past years., The persofi-
ality of many of the men in chief charge of the
taviff. bili 8 In itsslf a warning to which more
farsighted Republicans re not blind. The party
was  returaed” to power as a protest against a
costly ard dangerous. internationalism and want
of practival’ grasp of our home problems, net
as an indorsement of past weaknesses of Re-
publican policy or management.

If Republioan Jegislation, both as to the tariff
and the revision of the Incidence of taxation, is
nol governed by bhroad considerations of the gen-

eral weal., Republican control of congress will he

lost, probably at the next election, and dessrvedly
lost, The powerful and shorlsighted seifish pri-
vate Interests which operate under the gnuise of

conservatisin and commere’al prosperity need a

firm check or they will destroy the ¢laim of Re
publicapism t¢''a patriotic.conservation ot the
basle interests of the American people, '

Fortunately it is not too late to apply this

check, Both tarif making and tax revision ar=
more d ficult problems than they have been at

any time. in.our history, and mistakes will be .

made, But the American public is not unreag
sonable and if our lawmakers are governed by a
breadth of view, and a genuine desire to benefit
the whole country, rather than by the special
pulls of highly organized inferests, they will
produce legislation which can withstand the un-
just attacks of partisans and demagogues.

Mr. Harding and congress have at their dis-"*

posal the advice of experienced men in pred
industry, and finance who can rise abho¥e tHelr
own speclal interests and give direction for poli-
cles. based tirmly on an understanding of the
broad needs of the country. This advige should
be sought and used to protect the party agd J,l:lg.
country from misdirection and explo’tation. It

is imperative that Republican leade-ship in, thi

people.—Chicago Tribune,

: AMERICA'S MISSION

President Harding's speeches indicate a grow-'--
'a,t Gor-

ing conception of America’s mission.
ham, N. H,, he said:

“If I may tell you my own ideal for this
republie, I'd lik¢ ours to be an Americs
of mutual consideration, an . America of
good will, an, America of perfeet under-
standing, an America ol ab'ding justice—
nay, more; 1'd like ours to be a God fear-
ing people commiitted to the task of re-
“formving “the world and teaching mankiad
that it is not good to make warfaype.

- “T beliéve that it is going to be the misgion®

y of America and if I can be your represen-
tative in promoting that ideal I shall not
have ‘served in vafn."” BNy Y =

The Disirmament conference will give th
President an opportunity to put his ideal into
ROER . T e '
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Back in 1896 the guantitive theory of money,

as advocated. by, Mr. Bryan was denounced as .

a- wild-eyed notion of a dreamer, but it has per-
hgps not escaped the attention of the public that
when the federal reserve bank decided on a
poliecy of defiftion it ‘began ordering in its re-

gerve 'notes until’ the total reached 450 million

dollars. The federal reserve bapk {s owned by the

banks and not by’the government, apd it did thisg

for the purpose of ' fofcing down prices. The
bankers know precisely the relation to prices the
vol_uma“ of currgqclr ‘beu:s,

.

The town of  Bloomfield, Nebr.. rather than
pay what it vegarded as exorbitant telephone
rates to.an outside corporation, has cut off all

communication, and for two months has found it -
easily po#sibie’ to do without even telephone
service.. Johu Sherman said, when resutaption:

of specie service was under debate, that the way
to resume was to’ résume. Bloomfield people,
when it comes to' a reduction of expenses, evi-
dently believe thdt the way to redu
duce.

-
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time of sore trial and greal responsibllity should
be true to the real interests of the Américan
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